
Marco Lucchinelli World Champion and bad Boy of GP Racing 

Marco began his road racing career in 1975 on 

a Laverda in endurance racing. His riding impressed 

the Yamaha factory enough to earn him a sponsored bike 

in the Italian National Championship as well as a ride in 

the 1975 Nations Grand Prix in the 350 class. 

In 1976 he rode a Suzuki in the 500cc World 

Championship earning fourth place in the championship 

with two second-place finishes along with a third and a 

fourth place. He earned the nickname Crazy Horse for 

his wild riding style that attracted many fans but Lucky 

also suited him and was on most of his race bikes. His 

fearless riding style also meant that he crashed quite 

often. In the 1977 season, he would drop to 11th place in 

the 500 World Championship on a Yamaha. 

Lucchinelli returned to Suzuki for the 1978 season and 

in 1980, he won his first 500cc Grand Prix at the German Grand Prix at the Nürburgring. He would finish the 

season in third place behind Kenny Roberts and Randy Mamola. 

 Lucchinelli had his best year in 1981. He began the year with a victory over Kenny Roberts in the 

prestigious Imola 200 non-championship race in Italy. He then took 5 Grand Prix victories aboard the Roberto 

Gallina backed Suzuki, battling Randy Mamola to the final race of the season before winning the 500cc World 

Championship. For 1982, Lucchinelli accepted a job offer from Honda to race their new three-cylinder NS500 

alongside Freddie Spencer and Takazumi Katayama. While Spencer and Katayama each won a GP Marco 

would have a lacklustre season in which Franco Uncini would win the championship for the Roberto Gallina-

Suzuki team for which Lucchinelli had won the title the previous year. 

 After another underperforming season with Honda in 1983, he joined the Cagiva team for 

the 1984 and 1985 seasons which featured a slew of retirements and one 15
th

 place finish he retired from 

Grand Prix racing in 1986.  

 Marco next tried his hand at auto racing, competing in the Italian round of the 1986 Formula 3000 season in 

a Lola-Ford. Lucchinelli and raced a Ducati 851 to a very popular win at the 1987 Daytona Battle of the 

Twins race. In 1988 he joined the Ducati in the Superbike World Championship where he won two races 

during the year. Marco had  raced in Australia and New Zealand in the 1977 Marlboro series so it is really 

surprising that Ducati did not send him to  the final two rounds of the first (1988) World Superbike 

championship as he was well in contention to win the series. He then took on the role of Ducati's team 

manager. 

 

 On 6 December 1991 he was arrested for drug possession. He spent some time in jail, during which he 

successfully fought against drug addiction. After retiring, Lucchinelli became a television commentator for 

the Eurosport network's motorcycle race coverage. He retired with 6 Grand Prix victories. However, he briefly 

returned from retirement in 1998, entering the 1000 km Monza, and the opening race of the International 

Sports Racing Series (ISRS), driving for Centenari; he didn't start the 1000 km Monza, and finished sixth 

overall (second in the CN class) in the opening round of the 

ISRS. Marco Lucchinelli was the closest thing to a rock star 

that motorcycle racing has ever had. The long hair, the 

excesses of drink and drugs, the beautiful women and fast 

cars, he even played at Italy’s massive San Remo Song 

Festival  and cut several singles in the early 1980s. 

Marco on the Galina RG500 at the apex of its development 
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His nickname of Crazy Horse was well 

deserved but, even so, the motorcycling 

world was shocked to hear the news that, 

on December 6, 1991, Lucchinelli had 

been arrested on suspicion of running an 

international drug ring. This wasn’t a 

club racer after all; Lucchinelli was a 

former 500cc champion of the world, the 

highest accolade in motorcycle racing. 

He was still in Ducati’s employ when he 

was arrested on drugs charges along with 

four other Italian men and six Peruvians. 

It was alleged that Lucchinelli and the 

others had been smuggling cocaine into 

Bologna by a most ingenious method, 

transforming the narcotics into invisible 

films that were hidden in the courier’s suitcases. 

Lucchinelli had been with two of the Peruvians in a flat he owned in Bologna when they supplied him with 

200g of cocaine. The prosecution took this as evidence that the former GP star was involved in the trafficking 

trade but Lucchinelli insisted he was only being supplied with drugs, not dealing in them. “I am a cocaine 

addict,” he admitted to judge Michele Massari, “but not a drug dealer. Lucchinelli had started taking cocaine 

during his later years as a rider and quickly became addicted to the substance, eventually becoming an 

‘extreme’ user in the months prior to his arrest. Facing a possible 30-year sentence on trafficking charges, he 

managed to persuade the court that he had not been involved in the operation itself and had only been in the 

flat with the other men to collect 200g of cocaine. 

He was handed a much lesser sentence of five years and four months for possession but only served three 

months in Dozza prison before spending a further five months under house arrest at his luxury home in Imola 

where he lived with his wife Paola and children Cristiano and Rebecca. The shamed champ later spoke 

surprisingly positively about his time in Dozza saying, “The prison was useful to me. I wish I had gone there 

before so as to get rid of this damned slavery (cocaine addiction) long ago.” 

Lucchinelli was also ordered to attend a weekly detox programme in hospital as part of his sentence. He 

returned to Ducati’s employ in 1992 and still has links with clothing manufacturer Dainese, attending various 

events as a special guest. He continues to play with his band and can be found singing his heart out on 

YouTube. So the story has a happy ending proving there is no such thing as bad publicity. 

Compiled by Clinton Williams 

 

  

Success went to Marco’s nose and he 

failed to retain his championship. 

The first big win for Ducati’s new generation 851 Superbike at Daytona- Aussie Paul Lewis second 

on the British Quantel water-cooled parallel twin who won at Daytona another year on a Honda. 



Norton Club Rally at Denman 

The photos show before during 

and after the recent Norton 

Rally held at Denman only 

100kms from sunny Cessnock. 

Middle photo submitted by Bob 

Orr shown in the top photo at 

Kulnura on the way to Denman. 

I missed the ride but attended 

the presentation night and had a 

good time and a good meal at the 

Denman Hotel. I stayed at the 

Van Park supposedly a ten 

minute walk from the pub but 

the van park owner said some 

people had ended up in the creek 

going via the ten minute short 

cut so I rode my Sportster and 

stayed under the limit. 

Peter the fisherman rode despite 

a gouged ankle from an incident 

involving a Norton duct tape did 

the job of running repairs. 

 So Sunday dawned with 

Australia being the same 

country it was the day before 

most classic bike enthusiasts 

don’t like things to change too 

quickly. 

 There was no Sunday ride as 

Denman is too far away from 

most riders’ homes but was a 

good place for the rally to start 

as the roads are open and traffic 

mostly light. 

 Clinton Williams 



Ken Kavanaugh ausTralia’s FirsT Grand Prix winner 

  As a teenager Ken Kavanagh was thrown out of home by his father for getting a job working on 

motorcycles. Later his wife left him in Europe which apparently was no great loss to him as he was single 

minded in his pursuit of Grand Prix racing glory. 

 In 1951 Ken Kavanagh sailed to England as part of Australia’s Isle of Man motorcycle road race team and 

the start of a pioneering journey into the history books. 

Combining his talent with an indomitable spirit, Kavanagh set the benchmark for future generations of 

Australian riders chasing grand prix glory in Europe. As a factory-backed Norton rider, Kavanagh was the 

first Australian to win a world championship 500cc Grand Prix with a famous victory the 1953 Ulster GP. 

Kavanagh finished fourth in that year’s 500cc championship. 

Three years later as a star member of Moto Guzzi’s factory squad, Kavanagh won the 350cc Junior TT 

hitting the headlines as the first Australian to win at the Isle of Man. 

 He won three 350cc G Ps and one 500cc event with the 500 win and a 350 win on Norton singles before 

being invited to race for Moto Guzzi. He felt very angry with Norton when they insulted him upon his 

departure saying “he was like all colonial rats deserting a sinking ship”- Moto Guzzi had offered him 3,000 

pounds plus expenses and a company car to be their number two rider- Ken insisted he must win at the TT. 

 Kavanagh’s fame in the 1950’s extended to him having a permanent reservation for a hotel suite in 

Bergamo. The northern Italian city near Moto Guzzi’s headquarters later became his permanent home. He 

felt Italy was far better than Birmingham and it seems Australia too. 

  Kavanagh remains one of the few riders to have raced one of the most terrifying grand prix bikes ever built 

– Moto Guzzi’s innovative, V8-engined 500cc streamliner. 

In 1958 Kavanagh briefly dabbled in Formula One with a Maserati 250F in South American and European 

F1 events. 

A trail blazer not only as a grand prix winner but as a factory rider with Norton, Moto Guzzi and MV 

Agusta, Ken Kavanagh was an inductee into the Motor Sport Hall of Fame. 

Ken’s last race was in 1960 on a 125 Ducati at the Isle of Man. He raced and won in a time when many were 

killed and lived to tell the tale.                                                                Clinton Williams 
 

 Sourced from https://www.speedcafe.com/hall-of-fame-inductees/ken-kavanagh/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2JX2iinzxQ 
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CCCMCC Office Bearers 2019 

POSITION NAME CONTACT 

President Mark Gattenhof JP 43 284 060;  0419 237 706 

email: president@cccmcc.com.au  

Vice President Tony Carter 0415 488 194 

Secretary Bob de Vries 0414 076 842 

Treasurer George Buroughs 43 623 585; 0407 085 646 

Public Officer Mark Gattenhof  

Committee: Neil Crocker 0418 233 196 

 Robert Orr 43 673 055; 0414 692 018 

 Barry Allertz 0425 286 201 

Events Committee Rob Clarsen 0 904  941 920  

 Glenn Shipway 4341 0695; 0413 857 162 

 Barry Allertz 0425 286 201 

Rally Co-Ordinator Vacant  

Rally Secretary Bob de Vries 0414 076 842 

Catering Merrilyn Gattenhof 43 284 060 

Trailer Booking Bob de Vries 0414 076 842 

Editor Clinton Williams 49 912 844 

email: wclinton38@yahoo.com.au   

Library Bill Worden 43 324 485 

Machine Registrar Mick Dallimore 4358 1844; 0413 146 754 

email: stinkendog@gmail.com 

Property Officer Tony Carter 0415 488 194 

Regalia Peter Anderson 0409 714 951 

 

MACHINE EXAMINERS: 

BENSVILLE Kim Carothers 43 693 097 

ERINA Robert Orr 43 673 055; 0414 692 018 

GOROKAN Ian McDonald 43 922 151; 0409 522 151 

NIAGARA PARK Tony Carter 0415 488 194 

TOUKLEY Bruce Cruckshank 43 964 647 

WYOMING Col Graham 43 243 259; 0417 203 322 
 

LIFE MEMBERS: (*Deceased) *Vern Whatmough, *Brian Wishart, *John Cochrane, Noreen Cochrane, Mark 

Gattenhof, Merrilyn Gattenhof, Paul Kiley, *Clive Townsend, Lindsay Brown, Alix Brown, *Norm Neill, Bruce 

Cruckshank, Edna Cruckshank, Col Graham, Jack Taylor, Nick Vassilopoulos 

Club Postal Address: P.O. Box 9006, WYOMING NSW 2250 

Club e-mail: cccmcc.nsw@gmail.com 

Web Site: http://www.cccmcc.com.au  

 

Magazine Address: The Flywheel, 5 Lambert Street, CESSNOCK NSW 2325 

Magazine email: wclinton38@yahoo.com.au 

Magazine Distribution: Steve Cooper 

 

MEETINGS: Held on the 4
th

 Tuesday each month (except December) at Ourimbah-Lisarow RSL Club, Pacific Highway, 

Ourimbah commencing at 7:30 p.m. Visitors welcome. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: By nomination only, open to persons with an active interest in the preservation, restoration and use of 

Veteran, Vintage and Classic motorcycles. 
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CCCMCC EVENTS CALENDAR - 2019 

June 

Date Event Remarks 

Sunday 2
nd

  Hub Run Woodbury Park 

Sunday 16
th

  Sunday Ride Patonga ride meet at McDonald’s Woy Woy 

Sunday 16
th

 Gosford Swap Meet Gosford Showground 

Tuesday 18
th

  Committee Meeting – 7.30p.m. Ourimbah RSL 

Sunday 23
rd

  Nora head lighthouse Meet at McDonald’s West Gosford  

Tuesday 25
th

  General Meeting – 7.30 p.m. Ourimbah RSL 

Sunday 30
th

  Hub Run Woodbury Park 
 

July 

Date Event Remarks 

Sunday 7
th

  Spencer coffee shop  

Sunday 14
th

  Wisemans Ferry run. Meet at Somersby general store. At the 

crossroads  

Tuesday 16
th

  Committee Meeting – 7.30 p.m. Ourimbah RSL 

Sunday 21
st
  Sunday Ride . Meet at Mangrove Mountain general store 

Tuesday 23
rd

  General Meeting – 7.30 p.m. Ourimbah RSL 

27
th

 / 28
th

  Macquarie Towns Rally at Pitt 

Town 

Invitation Event – Contact Events for Entry 

form 

Sunday 28
th

  Hub Run Woodbury Park 

TBC Nabiac Swap Meet National Motorcycle Museum 

  Further Rallies 

June 7-8-9 Alpine Rally  

July 19-20-21 Apollo Rally, anniversary 50 years of landing on the moon Honeysuckle Creek 

Campground, ACT hosted by the BMW club ACT 

 

Friday’s ride to Jerry’s café Kulnura can be taken on club plated bikes if you go directly there and back 

otherwise use your log book 
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