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Club Membership is by nomination only and is open to those persons interested in the restoration use and preservation of old 

motorcycles. 
 

 

 George rode his very tidy Triumph to the April hub run despite having a bad hair day 



April 29 th  Hub Run  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain was about on the last Sunday in April but enough club members appeared to make the day 

worthwhile especially for Steve Cooper who was awarded the $50 Presidentôs choice for best 

presented historic bike on the run. Stuart rode one of his cousinôs Nortons a 1971 750 SS a bike 

styled for the Californian desert trails a fore runner of todayôs adventure tourers perhaps. Ray 

Perry put in an appearance on his Triumph which had been off the road for five months. Ian 

MacDonaldôs V four 400 one of the first with a tubular steel frame and short lived enclosed 

brakes. The rain came down just as we were leaving and I got a bit wet riding home on my 

Kawasaki 1300 outfit.                                                     Clint 
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At the March Committee meeting, a suggestion was adopted to 

provide a $50 cash prize for the Presidentôs Choice at the 

monthly hub runs. Now, first of all, this was not my 

suggestion, but came from another committee member. It was 

decided to give it a trial and see what the response from 

members would be. The only criteria for the choice is that the 

bike must be eligible for Historic Registration (30 years or 

older) and must be present at lunch time. 

 

We had two hub runs in April. On the 8
th
 I was rather keen on a 

1970 BSA Thunderbolt which is owned by new member Mick 

Dallimore. On the 29
th
 a 1965 BSA C15 owned by Steve 

Cooper took my fancy. Both members were quite chuffed at winning the prize. Maybe your bike will be next? 

 

Murphyôs Law is certainly making its presence in the Presidential Shed lately. The project bikes mentioned in 

my last report have all caused one problem or another. The Triumph Blazer refuses to start and the frustration 

level is high. I decided during the rebuild to replace the original points with a Boyer electronic ignition system. 

The instructions were followed to the letter and much checking and rechecking took place during the rewiring 

phase. Timing was carried out using a degree disc, valve clearances were set as per the manual, and when the 

motor was turned we had a good spark at the plug. Fuel in the tank, battery fully charged, and much kicking 

resulted in no response! Out with the pit rolleré Still no joy! 

 

The Triumph Saint rebuild is slowly happening. The fork stanchions have been giving trouble where one was 

dropped on the concrete floor resulting in minor damage to the bottom end. I rang John Mills and he said ñWhat 

have you mucked up now?ò He agreed that I needed his expert help in machining the offending stanchion. Iôve 

had the forks apart and back together so many times now that I can do it blindfolded! The wheels have gone 

away for refurbishing and we may get them back sometime in the future. 

 

Meanwhile, the Acme and the James Colonel also refuse to start. The Bonnie hasnôt turned a wheel in over a 

month owing to its owner having had surgery to his right hand ï you know, the throttle and front brake one. Iôm 

sure that thereôs a message here. Maybe Iôm not meant to be a motorcyclist?  

 

New Members A warm welcome to the following new members: Spike Cherrie (Woongarrah), Ross Sheppard 

(Wyoming), Mel Roberts (Freemanôs Waterhole), and Sean (Bensville). Current membership: 120. 

 

 

Ride safely, 

Mark Gattenhof 
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 As I start top put together this issue Iôd like to let readerôs know how I have approached the magazineôs 

content. Firstly as much original material as possible all relevant to classic motorcycles and our club bikes in 

particular, each article is credited with a source either the author or website so readers know who wrote the 

article or can check the website for more information it is also ethical to do so when using other peopleôs 

material. 

 This issue has some good articles from Club members such as Bobôs Story on turning one of his Tribsa bikes 

back to a complete BSA, pictures and info about Timôs Gus Kuhn Norton and Stewartôs Taree rally report 

articles submitted by members make the Flywheel relevant and unique so if you have recently done some work 

on your bike or ridden somewhere I am sure the Club would like to read about it. 

  

Happy riding Clint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Photo from January 2016 Hub Run 



Doug and Glen ready to depart on 

the Singleton rally Saturday 5
th

 May 

Singleton Rally  

Right: Steve Drinkwater 

makes his 1970s Harley 

Electra Glide look small 

Below: Beeza Bill with his 

350 Gold Star 



FROM TRIBSA BACK TO ROCKET 
 

In July 2017 Colin Graham made the comment ñyour Tribsa needs to be a proper BSAò this set me thinking and 

in September 2017 I decided myself would do just that, make my Tribsa into a proper BSA. 

Firstly, I needed to acquire an engine, after some time of looking I finally found one in Queensland. It turned 

out to be built on 27/11/1957 my fame was a 1957 fame so the engine would be a perfect fit for my fame. I was 

very chuffed with this! 

I stripped down the engine and found that although the engine turned over by hand the piston rings were seized 

up. I replaced the pistons and rings that are +060 and Colin kindly honed the bores for me. The big ends are 

standard and showed no wear but they were replaced as was the mains. The head was reground and the valve 

guides checked, valves were okay I just had to lap them in. I also checked the springs these were okay so I 

reused them. The barrel was cleaned and sprayed black. The head was water blasted. 

Putting the engine back was not trouble free mainly because yours truly managed to break a couple of rings! 

Anyway, after help arrived finally the engine was built. 

I then had a shopping list that went on forever! Here it is:21 tooth drive sprocket. Re-con gear box. Advance 

and retard lever, Re-con magneto, Re-con dynamo, 6-volt electrics, Single twist grip, Siamese pipes, Re-con 

carburettor. Cables, New primary chain, Main chain, Dynamo chain, Front and rear primary chain, Rev counter. 

Gear box, Gasket set, 6 volt bulbs, Clutch plates, and numerous other parts, 

Chroming was next all of these needed re-chroming:  Foot brake lever, engine plates. Gear box adjusters, Foot 

peg assembly, and Dynamo shroud. 

Putting it all together was fun! First the exhaust bought from Armours in the UK would not fit. After many 

phone calls and emails they finally gave me a refund and I was not required to send the part back I was able to 

apply heat and with the help of a vice I managed to bend to the correct position after re-chroming it fitted. The 

rev counter gear box was also incorrectly made and would not fit so the UK company made a second one this 

also did not fit but I managed to fix the problem myself with the aid of a washer (anyone want a gear box)? 

Next: because I cut the main chain too short I had to buy another one. Lastly I polished all the casings and was 

very pleased with the outcome. It was now all back together and ready to start. 

Well it would not start! Thankfully Stuart Avery came around to help me we went back over the timing also 

petrol to carburettor and had another go this time it fired into life. Oh, Oh, when I let the clutch out it jumped 

forward and stopped, s**t what had I done wrong? Stuart and I pulled the clutch out and bingo because I had 

used the clutch from the Tribsa , which had a large washer it was not compatible with the Rocket. Anyway, I 

left the washer out and it worked perfectly, good 

spot Stu. After a further test ride we adjusted the 

clutch once again and I can now say it runs and 

rides great. So, I now have a 1957 Road 

Rocket Clubman or Goldy (rip off)  

Finally, last but by no means least I would like 

to thank the following for their help and 

support without whom none of the above 

would have happened: John Mills. Beeza Bill. 

Colin and Les Graham. And my mate Stuart 

Avery who had to put up with my repeated 

antics thank you all.  

Beeza Geeza Bob (de Vries) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April  8
th

 Hub Run  
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The April Hub run was very well 

attended on a hot Sunday 8
th

 Tim 

Corlett brought his recently 

imported combat Commando the 

Japanese 250 segment was 

represented by Les Grahamôs 

Kawasaki triple along with Melôs 

250 Suzuki Hustler- Mel has 

raced this bike at Bathurst 

clocking 167 kmh down Conrod 

straight. 

The Central Coast Vintage and 

Veteran Club attended with a 

range of Girder fork models. 

Allan Mitchel brought his 1930 

Norton single pictured below - 

that is some fish tail muffler. We 

all enjoyed a pork and onion stew 

on buns well prepared by the 

catering crew. 

 

 

Mick Dallymore 

won our first Bike 

of the Meeting prize 

with his well 

restored BSA 

Thunderbolt with 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mick Dallimoreôs 

1969 A65 won the 

first Presidents 

choice award great 

encouragement for 

a new member. 

Below an ex-army 

Triumph single, 

BSA 441 single and 

a Kawasaki WS1 

Mk2, the owner has 

a painted tank 

ready to complete 

the restoration of 

this óJapanisedô 

A10 of which I 

wrote about in the 

last issue. 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norton Adventure tourers; two 

different takes on a style that has 

only recently become very popular 

A very well restored 1930 model 

20 490cc single with Stuartôs 

1974 850 commando behind 

/0350/a#4" %": "5 +&33:zs 

Bill seems a bit puzzled by this Norton 

scrambler  the bike seems radical until 

you see the ñadventure tourerò below- I 

have seen this bike quite a few times and 

notice more modifications each time. 

A couple of Vincents- Bruce Crukshankôs 

on the left  there was a least one other 

which goes to show the quality and 

variety of the bikes at Jerryôs on Sunday 

May 16
th

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were many others makes at 

Jerryôs on the day including this 

highly prized 1972 green frame 

Ducati 750 Desmo that gave Ducati 

a real presence in the then popular 

750 class and much marketing 

kudos by finishing 1
st
 and 2

nd
 in the 

first Imola 200mile road race by 

winning British rider Paul Smart 

spawned the more recent Paul 

Smart replica with the belt driven 

cams motor  

The Rocket Threeôs last 

incarnation flashed up for 

the American market 

featuring a dove grey 

painted frame and chrome 

tank -the strap on canvas 

bag being an optional 

extra. Some buyers were 

lucky enough to get a five 

speed gearbox 

A Gus Kuhn racer. Gus 

Kuhn was a moderately 

successful British racer 

who passed away in 1966 

aged 68- his son built 

bikes like this one to 

customer specifications 

and by 1969 they had 

won the British 500cc 

Championship, Castrol 

Championship, 

Duckhams Trophy, 

Grovewood Award and 

Redex Trophy. For a 

number of years, Norton 

racing kits and parts 

were produced for 

practically every part of 

the Norton. Over the 

years these racing 

machines were ridden by 

a number of notable 

riders including Mick 

Andrew, Charlie Sanby 

and Dave Potter. Most 

were this distinct shade 

of yellow. 



Working on bikes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Barry 

hard at work on 

Barryôs BSA A65 

Photo Barry Alertz 

A 1980 Harley Sportster once a 

wreck now chopped in the San 

Francisco style popular in the 

ó70s seen at Freemans Waterhole. 

Not everybodyôs cup of coffee but 

a good example of this style of 

bike with de rigueur helmet. The 

owner did all the work himself 

and after hearing about this bike 

for some time I finally got to see it 

the attention to detail is quite 

impressive. 

 Peterôs Suzuki Hustler getting some roadside maintenance the high frequency two stroke vibes 

loosened the aftermarket air cleaners and the front left indicator- Wednesday 28
th
 March 


